
 

 

 

Dear Colleagues, 
  
The Endangered Material Knowledge Programme (EMKP) is pleased to announce the opening of its 
third call for grant applications. EMKP gives grants to support the documentation of material 
knowledge systems that are under threat and in danger of disappearing.  
 
Knowledge holders, practitioners, and scholars can apply for funds to support work that explores 
knowledge systems associated with the making, use, repair and re-purposing of material objects, 
spaces, architecture, performances and environments. EMKP strongly advocates for a working 
approach that centres community epistemologies, close collaborative working and celebration of the 
diverse knowledge networks that affect the material world. 
  
In order to qualify for these grants, these knowledge systems must still be actively pursued, or at 
least practiced within living memory of the knowledge holders. EMKP does not support work to 
revitalise a lost or forgotten tradition. Documentation methods can include, but are not limited to, 
film, audio recordings, photographs, written notes, maps, 3D images, and drawings. Successful 
applicants must agree to submit digital copies of these records to the British Museum’s EMKP digital 
repository, which is open access. 
 
Small Grants can last up to one year with a maximum award of £15,000. Small Grants are intended 
for projects that are focused on a specific/individual material practice and which are limited in 
scope. They are also suitable for initial pilot work to establish the nature and extent of material 
knowledge systems where these might not be previously known, or for early career applicants who 
are building new projects. 
 
Large Grants can last up to two years with a maximum award of £70,000. Large Grants are suitable 
for mature projects where intensive and more diverse documentation is proposed, a larger team is 
needed, multiple strands of work are happening simultaneously and/or more time is needed to 
complete the documentation (e.g. because of seasonal cycles of working) 
 
Applicants from across the world can apply for grants irrespective of nationality, although they must 
be affiliated to an institution that can provide independent oversight and reports to EMKP. There is 
no restriction on where the proposed work can be carried out; however, strong preference is given 
to projects in regions and countries where there is limited financial support available for research. 
 
Applications close at midnight GMT on the 31st January 2021.  
 
Further details about EMKP and the grant can be found at www.emkp.org  
 
Applications can be submitted here: https://britishmuseum.submittable.com/ 
  
EMKP is supported by Arcadia (https://www.arcadiafund.org.uk), a charitable fund of Lisbet Rausing 
and Peter Baldwin and hosted by the Department of Africa, Oceania and the Americas at the British 
Museum.  
For inquiries please get in touch at emkp@britishmuseum.org 
 
Please distribute within your network 
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